SAMUEL PEPYS.

IN two books a fresh light has recently been
thrown on the character and position of Samuel
Pepys. Mr. Mynors Bright has given us a new
transcription of the Diary, increasing it in bulk by
near a third, correcting many errors, and complet-
ing our knowledge of the man in some curious
and important points. We can only regret that
he has taken liberties with the author and the
public. It is no part of the duties of the editor
of an established classic to decide what may or
may not be "tedious to the reader." The book
is either an historical document or not, and in
condemning Lord Braybrooke Mr. Bright con-
demns himself. As for the time-honoured phrase,
" unfit for publication," without being cynical, we
may regard it as the sign of a precaution more or
less commercial; and we may think, without
being sordid, that when we purchase six huge
and distressingly expensive volumes, we are
entitled to be treated rather more like scholars